Women’s Home and Overseas

Missionary Society
 Mary Gaither Meeks Agape Luncheon
The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

February 2023
Second Mile Anniversary
Quadrennial Theme:  
The Great Commission #Mission Matter
Globally Committed to: Agape Love
Program 
Opening Selection:                                   “Oh How I Love Jesus”     
Scripture: 




1 Thessalonians 3:12






        
Prayer:

Litany of Love:                                                    Proverbs: 8:17
People: He stresses the importance of loving one another, because He loves us. 

Leader: God explains to us that loving others is how we love Him.

People: Our genuine love is an act of understanding of who God is, and when we have love that is pure, we can begin to reciprocate love back to God. 

All: The more we love others, the closer we draw to God.
History of the Agape Luncheon

Introduction of Presentation/Speaker:
Selection: 
Agape Love Presentation/ Speaker:
Agape Love Offering Appeal:
Blessing and Sharing of Meal:  

Remarks:
Missionary Benediction:
History of the Agape Luncheon
The Agape Luncheon serves as a permanent means of raising funds for the Second Mile Project, Mrs. Mary Gaither Meeks, First Vice President (1971-1979), in 1973, during her first tenure in office, presented a resolution to the Executive Board asking approval of the idea of the Agape Luncheon.  The resolution was adopted.  In her first report to the Quadrennial Convention, May 1975 in Los Angeles, California.
In 1979, delegates to the 19th Quadrennial Convention voted to name the Agape Luncheon the Mary Gaither Meeks Agape Luncheon in memory of the First Vice President who had proposed the idea and had been a strong advocate of sacrificial sharing.

Contributions from Second Mile activities provide funds to be given based on needs – one year to Home Mission projects and the following year to Overseas Mission projects

“ Oh How I Love Jesus”
1. There is a name I love to hear
I love to sing its worth
It sounds like music in my ear
The sweetest name on earth

2. It tells me of a Savior's love
Who died and set me free
It tells me of His precious blood
The sinner's perfect plea
3. He tells of One whose loving heart
Can feel my deepest woe
Who in each sorrow bears a part
That none can bear below
Refrain
Oh, how I love Jesus
Oh, how I love Jesus
Oh, how I love Jesus
Because He first loved me
Send all donations for Agape Luncheon/Second Mile Observance to your District President for remittance to the Executive Director.
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