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The Order of Worship
The Musical Prelude:

The Processional:      


 

Call to Worship: 
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another John 13:34-35
The Invocation:         

   
 Hymn of Praise                                             
The Responsive Reading:                             
                    
Leader: Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth 1 John 3:18
People: God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. Hebrews 6:10

Leader:  And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16
All: Let all that you do be done in love. 1 Corinthians 16:14

Gloria Patri:    
The Affirmation of Faith:                          “The Apostle’s Creed”
The Scripture:



Romans 12: 9-13
The Prayer:

The Choral Response:
  

The Ministry of Kindness:

The Announcements:

History of Agape Sunday:

Introduction of Agape Speaker
Selection: 
The Message:    “Transforming Lives Through Love”                                                
The Hymn of Invitation:   
Invitation to Christian Discipleship:

The Offerings: (include a special appeal for Second Mile Offering)

The Recessional and Missionary Benediction: 
God be merciful unto us and bless us and cause His face to Shine upon us and give us peace.  Amen.

Please send financial support to the district president for remittance to the Executive Director, Mrs. Rosetta Dunham. 

History of Agape Sunday

The purpose of Agape Sunday, as proposed by Mrs. Smith, is to enhance the Second Mile Offering for the support of home and overseas missions, to stimulate and motivate sacrificial giving of our services and substance, and to involve all members in a loving, caring and sharing mission experience. “The celebration has been set during the season of sacrificial love, just six weeks after Christmas Day; thus, it perpetuates an awareness and reinforcement of God’s free and unconditional love for the world” (T. Smith, Seer 1984).
Agape Sunday was first celebrated on the Second Sunday in February 1982 (the 39th Anniversary of the Second Mile Offering). This dimension evolved because of an idea conceived by Mrs. Theodora   Smith, First Vice President (1979-1987), and endorsed by the Executive Board in 1981, “to increase our giving in this area to better fulfill mission needs of home and overseas”. 

The first annual Agape Sunday appeals resulted in more than half of   the Second Mile Offering helping to bolster Overseas Missions, lifting morale of presiding prelates and our overseas brothers and sisters. Three Episcopal areas encompassing overseas conferences, presided over by Bishops William M. Smith, Charles H. Foggier and J. Clinton Hoggard, shared equally in that first 1982 Second Mile Offering 

(Star, 12/23/82).

Dr. Theordora Shippy Smith, Founder Agape Sunday
Source: Historical Highlights, Women’s Home and Overseas Missionary Society: Mattie Wilson Taylor.
